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Summer of 2007

MGAA Board of Governors is very excited to announce the second annual international opportunity for MGAA riders. Mounted Games Association-Great Britain has graciously invited MGAA riders to compete in MGAGB sponsored competitions throughout this coming summer.  This is not just a one-time opportunity for four or five riders. MGAA has the option of sending two riders and a chaperone/coach every two weeks from June until the end of September to stay with MGAGB host families, train with MGAGB ponies, and ride in MGAGB competitions.

MGAGB holds competitions of varying sizes all over England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland throughout the year.  MGAA riders will be riding competitions held in England.  These competitions vary from small weekend Friendlies to Worlds Individuals in July, County Championships in late August and World Pairs competition at the end of September.  The open slots at these competitions and the availability of ponies will determine which MGAGB competitions are open to MGAA riders. The earlier we get our requests to MGAGB, the easier it will be for our hosts to find competitions and ponies that match MGAA riders.

In addition to sending MGAA riders to England, MGAA will be hosting a limited number of MGAGB riders through our 2006-competition season.  Soon, we will be getting information from MGAGB about riders who are interested in visiting with us.   The MGAA Board of Governors will need a list of families who are willing to host MGAGB riders and who are willing to offer ponies.  The exact schedule is not currently known but MGAA would probably be trying to place riders in some of our larger competitions such as the Mid Atlantic Games #3 in August and the Hoosier Pairs in September. Other MGAA competitions could also be considered depending on the MGAGB’s riders’ schedule.

At the end of this year, MGAA and MGAGB will evaluate the joint International Exchange Program.  If both MGAA and MGAGB has enough positive interest from riders and host families, the MGAA-MGAGB Games International Exchange Program could be renewed for 2007. 

Applicant Requirements:

To be considered for selection to one of the MGAA Games Exchange pairs, MGAA members must:

1. Be at least 14 years of age.  MGAGB divisions are Junior (17 and under) and Open (any age).

2. Have been an MGAA member for at least one calendar year.

3. Must have renewed your 2007 MGAA membership by Feb 28, 2007.
4. Have been a competitor at the Masters level in at least two MGAA type competitions during the last 12 calendar months.

5. Be able to fund the entire cost of the trip.  This includes MGAGB Membership, competition entry fees, airfare to and from Great Britain, spending money while in Great Britain, and a donation to the MGAGB host family for gas, food, and lodging. The total cost would be between $1,500 and $2,000 depending on when the flight is booked, the amount of spending money taken and if a rental car is needed. There are also additional costs of bringing a chaperone/coach.  A chaperone/coach is required for each pair under 18 years of age.  Many of the UK host families can be reached by train or Express Bus very easily so a rental car is not always needed.

6. MGAA member applicants must:

a. Be able to ride a variety of ponies without difficulty. (The ponies vary at each exchange depending on the host family and ponies available.  MGAGB will make every attempt to match rider and pony but sometimes this is not going to happen.  Therefore, riders must be adaptable and maintain composure and skills even if the pony is not perfect.)

b. Have excellent horse management skills.  MGAA riders will be caring for their ponies and tack in England

c. Demonstrate high standards of behavior.  All MGAA riders will be required to sign a Code of Conduct before being accepted in the exchange program. 

d. Be at least a USPC C-1 rated rider or equivalent.

e. Be good ambassadors for MGAA and the USA.

7. Have filled out and submitted the attached MGAA-MGAGB Games Exchange Program application form by March 31, 2007.

8. Have submitted two recommendations from coaches and MGAA competition organizers or judges who are able to provide honest and detailed evaluation of your riding skills. These recommendations must also be postmarked by March 31, 2007.  Please provide the people who are willing to write your recommendations with a stamped envelope.

General Information:

1. All Exchange Applications and Recommendations must be postmarked by March 31 2007 to be considered for the 2007 games exchange.

2. Applications received first will be considered first.  However, early applications do not obligate the Selection Committee to select a rider for any of the exchanges this year. MGAA will be attempting to select riders who best match the exchange skill level. This exchange program is a great opportunity to improve the skills of MGAA’s core group of riders and we hope to give as many riders as possible the opportunity to participate in this exchange either this year or next.

3. Riders could be riding as pairs or could be added to an already existing MGAGB team depending on the type of competition.

4. ALL pairs where one or both riders are under 18 are required to have a chaperone/coach travel with them.  The chaperone/coach must be at least 30 years of age.  A parent of one of the riders is the preferred chaperone/coach.

5. Riders and the chaperone/coach are asked to make your travel plans to London. MGAA will assist in planning your travel to your host families once you arrive in London.

6. Riders will be sent in pairs along with a chaperone/coach.  A chaperone/coach is required for all riders under 18 years.  MGAGB would like to limit the number of adults traveling with a riding pair to one.  That would be a total of three people staying in a host family home.

7. MGAA does not guarantee that pairs of riders who apply together will be both selected for an exchange or sent on the same exchange.

8. Chaperone/coaches are encouraged to rent cars while in England.  However, if the chaperone/coach is unable to do this for whatever reason, the host family will help make plans to pick up exchange participants at the airport or have the participants travel by train to the station closest to the host family home.  Train travel is fairly easy out of London and round England.

9. Chaperone/coaches are required to assist at the MGAGB competition.  Most teams bring at least one helper to personally set the equipment that the team.  The Chaperone/coach will need to set the equipment for their riders’ team.   Teams that are traveling without a chaperone/coach will have to make arrangements with the host family to find a helper for the team.  All riders are also required to help whenever needed when they are not riding.  This is especially true if the host family has riders who could use assistance with equipment.

10. Riders and chaperone/coach will stay for a maximum of two weeks with the MGAGB host family.  If exchange participants want to sightsee before or after the MGAGB host family visit, they are certainly encouraged to do so. However, all the planning, cost and scheduling for that portion of the trip will be up to the riders and their families.

11. MGAGB riders and their families usually camp at their competitions.  MGAA will be purchasing a tent, sleeping bags, and other camping supplies that may be used by all MGAA members while competing.  If riders and chaperones want to stay at a hotel, the host family will attempt to help them find something close to the competition grounds.  These hotel arrangements should be made before leaving for England.

12. One of the most important keys to a successful exchange visit for an MGAA rider is matching the pony to the rider. MGAGB hosts will make every attempt to match up the MGAA rider’s skills with the available ponies.  Please make every attempt to fully represent your riding skills on your application form so the proper pony can be found for you

Selection Committee:

The MGAA Exchange Program Selection Committee will be picking the riders participating in this year’s MGAA-MGAGB Games International Exchange Program.  This committee will be made up of MGAA Board of Governor members, Competition Committee members, and a variety of MGAA competition organizers, referees, and workers.  Every attempt will be made to ensure that adults who know an applicant’s riding skills will be on the selection committee.  Since this is an MGAA sponsored event, the Selection Committee will review in detail the time and efforts the rider has given back to the MGAA organization to improve its sponsored events and activities.

Final Comments and Questions:

This is a new program for MGAA and MGAGB and there are probably many questions about how all this will work.  The Board of Governors will attempt to answer all the questions you have in a timely manner.  However, many of the questions won’t be fully answered until we have had several pairs travel to England and participate in the exchange program.  MGAA Board of Governors would appreciate a full debriefing from all riders and chaperones at the end of the exchange.  This will allows us to improve the program over the summer and into next year.  Please be patient with some of our growing pains.
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